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SYNOPSIS of the LAW

- An act concerning the use of environmentally

- Requires NJDOE to adopt green cleaning poljc

sensitive cleaning products and supplementirc
18A of the New Jersey Statutes and Title 30 df
Revised Statutes.

schools and child care centers with 50 or mo
students.
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Enactment of the Law

N\

- Within 180 days after the date of enactment
the Department of Education shall establish &
GREEN CLEANING POLIY use in public,
private and charter schools with 50 or more sjfL
and child care centers with 50 or more studerjt

- This policy shall require the use of environmen
sensitive cleaning products, and shall establigF
guidelines and specifications for the purchass
environmentally sensitive cleaning products.
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Enact ment of

- For the purposes of developing this policy and developing

the guidelines and specifications for environmentally

sensitive cleaning products, the Department of Education

shall:

1.Review and evaluate the Green Seal Environmental Standgr
Industrial and Institutional CleaneB¥{Gthd the EcoLogo
Programos environmental st
cleaning products.

2.Use, as appropriate, the Green Product compilation establigl
the Office of the Federal Environmental Executive in the Uit
States Environmental Protection Agency and established
Presidential Executive Order 13423 of 2007.
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Dissemination of Information

- The department shall disseminate this policy to;
- The local school board of each public school district,
- The board of trustees of each charter school,

- The principal or chief administrator of each school

- Each sponsor of a child care center,

-and make the policy publicl|

- The department shall proviggomg assistance to schools and ¢h
care centers for the implementation of the policy required by fh
section.

Nothing in this new Law shall preclude a school from
depleting existing cleaning product supplies purchased
on or prior to the date of enactment,




Requirements of the BIll

N\

- This bill requires the NJDOE to a@BRE&N CLEANING
POLICHYr use In schools and child care centers with 30
more students.

- This policy would require the use of environmentally
sensitive cleaning products in public, private and chajt
schools.

- The bill defines oenvirdlj
to mean any cleaning or maintenance product that mjn
potential impacts to human health and the environmdgn
consistent with maintaining the effectiveness of these
products for the protection of the public health and sdfe
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Requirementsé. .
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- The bill requires the Department of Education to establish,
and make available on its website, guidelines and
specifications for the purchase of environmentally sensitive
cleaning products for use in schools and child care centers.

- Children are vulnerable to and may be severely affected b
to chemicals, hazardous waste, and other environmental h§z

- Children, teachers, janitors and other school employees spel
significant portion of time inside school buildings and may g
continuously exposed to chemicals from cleaning products

- This bill seeks to limit that exposure through the required usq
environmentally sensitive cleaning products.
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Green initiative started in 2006

N\

Order No.76 directing all State departments, authorities gn
Instrumentalities with purchasing responsibility to procurd ¢
use cleaning products that minimize potential impacts to ht
health and the environment, consistent with maintaining th
effectiveness of the products for the protection of the puldic
and safety.

- The order also encouraged county and municipal govern
school districts that are not expressly subject to the requife
of the order to review their purchasing and use of cleaninp
products and urged them to comply with the provisions of t
order where deemed appropriate.
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Expanded BI
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- In addition, the order provided that, wherever feasible, Sfa
entities covered by the order transition to environmentally
healtHriendly cleaning products as soon as possible in & }{

|

that avoids wasting of existing inventories, and directed
purchasing contracts for the purchase of cleaning prod
cleaning services include an appropriate requirement cqn
with the order and the guidelines to be provided by the
Department of the Treasury.

. This bill expands on that order by requiring the Departmg
of Education to establish and implement a

Green Cleaning Policy.
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http://www.healthyschoolscampaign.org/
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Why Green Cleaning?

- Each school day, some 56 million stz
and si x mill1ion
schools, representing some 20 percai
the American population. |

- Yet according to the U.S. Environme® = &
Protection Agency (EPA), half of thig & S

population may be exposed to '}\
indoor air, lead, asbestos, chemical gy %
pesticides, molds and other toxins, &

with overcrowding and poor sanitati

. Numerous states have passed state
make sure schools address this iss
New Jersey has followed suit.
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Well designed program

- A welldesigned green

cleaning program can help

reduce these harmful Green Cleaning
exposures and yield many ST
other positive benefits for . _
students, custodial staff, Glu;:'tpg

administrators and the Facilities.
environment, including:

Green Cleaning
Protects the Heal
of Custodial Sta




Green Cleaning Helps
Students Stay Healthy and Learn:

Research shows a clear link between
poor indoor air quality, sick students
and teachers, and poor academic and
occupational performance.

Furthermore, according to the EPA,
children miss more than 14 million
school days each year due to asthma
exacerbated by poor indoor air quality,
which disproportionately affects low-
income and minority students.

Green cleaning can help reduce the
environmental hazards that negatively
affect children's growing, developing
bodies.




Green Cleaning Protects
the Health of Custodial Staff:

Members of the custodial staff,
especially women of childbearing age,
are particularly susceptible to health
problems caused by their frequent and
close interaction with cleaning
chemicals and equipment.

In fact, six out of every 100 custodians are
injured on the job each year.

Choosing safer products and training
staff in proper usage can help reduce the
number of injuries caused by caustic
chemicals, respiratory irritation and
inappropriate or dangerous equipment.

This can also decrease workers'
compensation claims and lower insurance
costs.
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» Green Cleaning Increases
the Lifespan of Facilities:

Proper maintenance ane cﬁrsgtj?;i fr(])ig[e();stynp]'g

effective cleaning exteng h - i " aht
the longevity and three times its weight in
oerformance of schod d_lrt and sand, which act

building materials an like thousands of small

S— ) knives, cutting and
fndiShg s aysenaken wearing out fibers in a few
(angoasgaRRmAL short years long before
agingswhichdniturn its uyseful Iifesg an and
reduces waste and P

: before the district had
NinResesgapashgydin budgeted to replace |




Green Cleaning
Preserves the Environment:

Traditional cleaning
products can contain
harmful chemicals.

/ According to ISSA, the cleaning
industry consumes six billion
pounds of chemicals, including non

renewable natural resources such a
petroleum, and generates 4.5 billion
pounds of paper products,
requiring the cutting of 35 million
trees annually. /

'Depending on the duration,
rate and extent of
exposure, they can cause
cancer, reproductive
disorders, major organ
damage, and permanent e

These cleaning chemicals are
also routinely washed down the
drain where they find their way

into drinking water, lakes and

streams, adversely affecting
plant and animal life,
threatening public health and
adding to pollution.
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Triple Bottom Line

If all parties understand the impact of cleaning on the triple bottom line,
it is much easier to appreciate the changes a green cleaning program ce
bring about.

Like a threelegged stool, which needs three stable legs to function,
balancing these three bottom lines can make your program more
effective and more sustainable over time.

The three bottom lines are;

-

( SOCIAL

ECONOMIC




SOCIAL

For any program to be sustainable, it must
take care of its people.

After all, how can a school function if
st udents and staff are
| want to be there because the building is
unhealthy?

This component of the triple bottom line

also helps us appreciate the role that schools
play as part of a larger community and the
important interaction that affects the health
and success of all.




healthier students and staff which can result in reduced
| absenteeism;

improvements in attracting and retaining students, teachers
and staff.




The extraction of raw materials and
manufacturing for products including
cleaning chemicals, janitorial paper,
equipment and tools, have significant
environmental impacts, as does their
transportation, use, and disposal.

Many of the raw materials are
limited and nonrenewable,
which means that once

depleted, they are no longer
available to future gcnerations
for their use.




